
 

 

 

Bucharest, March 15th, National Military Club 

 

“The 2016 Budget and the Military Acquisitions Policy”  

– Debate organized by New Strategy Center– 

 

In September 2015, New Strategy Center initiated a series of debates under the title Strategic 

Forum for Defense and Industry, through which we intended to create a dialogue platform between 

institutions, between institutions and the private segment, and to identify solutions.  In the period 

September 2015 – February 2016, New Strategy Center organized eight debates and work meetings. 

Today’s debate will focus on the needs formulated for this year and intends to analyze the military 

acquisitions policy in 2016.  

We observed subjects such as Romanian Army’s battle technology acquisition projects for the 

next decade, the need of restructuring and reorganizing the defense industry in order to turn it back 

into a strategic industrial branch, the possibility of strengthening the technological partnerships 

between the national specialized industry and the world’s big armament producers, restarting the 

domestic production of combat technology through the strategic equipage projects that the Romanian 

Army must implement, resuming armament exports and what type of cooperation between 

institutions should exist in order to ensure the success of a viable exports strategy, and, not the least, 

strengthening the strategic partnerships that Romania is planning in the political and military fields 

resulting from the increase of the technological and industrial cooperation in the defense segment. 

The diverse threats of the hybrid war are affecting the demands for the industry. NATO and 

Romania should take into consideration the consistent buildup of the Russian military forces on Black 

Sea after the illegal annexation of Crimea. Russia is creating a network of advanced A2/AD (anti-

access, area denial) technological capabilities intended to block the access of NATO forces into the 

Black Sea area and to increase the importance of the Russian military in eastern Mediterranean.  

Considering the probability and the type of threats anticipated, as well as the allies’ capacity of 

deploying the first troupes, the priority should be the programs regarding the response to unexpected 

attacks, which take place rapidly, from air and from the sea, hybrid attacks, terrorist attacks and 

conventional challenges. The terrestrial attacks require long time for preparation and deployment, are 

detectable therefore predictable, providing the allies the time to respond. Moreover, through the 

reassurance initiative, NATO troupes will be deployed in Romania. Therefore, the Defense 

Department, and implicitly the defense industry, must focus on the most probable threat and on 

NATO’s requirements regarding the necessary support in this region.  

Considering these new challenges, the Romanian Army begins planning its acquisitions from 

the idea that “defense starts at home”. Inside NATO, in the current regional security context, Romania 

is becoming extremely relevant through its geographical position, as observation and logistic outpost 

and as early defense position. 

  


