
 

 

 

 

Bucharest, March 8th 2016, The National Military Club  

 

“New lines to achieve Romania’s energetic independence: biomass” 

– Debate organized by New Strategy Center– 

 

New Strategy Center is proposing to debate alternative solutions to accomplish energetic 

independence and biomass is the subject of this event.  

Although biomass is considered to be one of the most important forms of renevable energy, in 

Europe, 67% of this type of energy derives from biomass and biogas, while in Romania, the 

percentage is only 0.62%. Moreover, the European Comission has ratified Romania for not 

compeling with its obligations on package waste, meaning to reduce their impact on the 

environment. Thus, there is a risk for Romania to pay penalties up to 200,000 euro/day. 

Under current conditions, in which Romania’s economy generates important waste 

quantities, biomass may be the solution to manage them constructively. At this time, Romania 

benefits from a large biomass potential mostly derived from agricultural and sylvan waste. At the 

same time, our country produces over 5 million tons of domestic waste every year, of which nearly 4 

million in the urban areas. Also, Romania has more than 490,000 hectares of bad land that can be 

used for energetic cultures intended for biomass production, which can provide electricity. 

Currently, the biomass technologies are the traditional ones which are used only for 

producing thermal energy. Yet, there are a lot o problems in this field. Of 315 localities benefiting 

from local heating systems back in 1989, only 70 were still activating in 2014, most of them in poor 

conditions. In the private sector, the cost of thermal energy is probably the highest production cost, 

affecting the final price of a product, combined with the costs for managing the wastes that every 

company has to pay.  

Romania has the opportunity to take an important step forward regarding the efficient usage 

of biomass nationwide. This measure will contribute and allow us to achieve the objectives 

stipulated by the directive 2009/28/CE. Also, it will reduce carbon dioxide emission in Romania, 

will increase efficiency in case of different industries and will create new local and international 

opportunities for the private companies. Yet, these objectives require public support, considering 

the expansion of energy from renewable sources, and this assertion might be obtain mainly through 

better communication, institutional measures and through cooperation between the state and the 

private sector.  

 

 


