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Security Challenges in Eastern Europe:  

Romania’s Approach, Poland’s Approach 

 

 

Romania and Poland signed a strategic partnership in October 2009, which developed in 
an upward dynamics. Both states have a strong relationship with the USA and excellent 
military cooperation. At the same time, both countries are interested in the security 
developments in Eastern Europe, which had a negative evolution after Russia’s illegal 
annexation of Crimea and the outbreak of hostilities in Eastern Ukraine.    
 
At the NATO Summit in Warsaw, the allies reiterated their desire to maintain the spirit of 
Article 5 of the Washington Treaty intact, which guarantees its members’ security, and 
showed their political commitment to take measures to secure the Allied states in the 
region. For the first time following the fall of the Iron Curtain, numerous drills have 
started in order to enhance the interoperability of NATO’s allied military forces along 
NATO’s eastern border, and in the Black Sea, and in the Baltic Sea. Romania and Poland 
showed mutual support in their endeavor to have a strengthened NATO presence both in 
the northern region and in the southern region of NATO’s eastern flank. Unlike Poland, 
which successfully coordinates its political actions with the Baltic States, Romania did not 
manage to convince the other two NATO member states in the Black Sea region, namely 
Turkey and Bulgaria, to be equally open to enhanced maritime cooperation at the Black 
Sea.  
 
Both Romania and Poland are key states for the American and NATO missile defense. In 
Romania, the Deveselu base has already become operational; in Poland the works at 
Redzikowo base are in progress and are to be finalized in 2018. Both states are periodically 
the target of the Russian political and military leaders’ statements, who on various 
occasions declared that Romania and Poland will be the target of Russian missiles as a 
response to the installation of the American anti-missile shield (Vladimir Putin has also 
launched such bellicose assertions).     
 
New Strategy Center has been in partnership with the Institute for Eastern Studies (ISW) 
as of 2016, both think tanks taking the decision to organize a debate in Bucharest and 
then in Warsaw each year, focusing on topics of mutual interest in the field of security 
and foreign affairs. Within this debate we wish to have an exchange of views on the 
developments within NATO and the EU following the US elections and Brexit, on the 
changes that might occur in Russia’s relationship with the USA and with the EU, on how 
we might respond to the threats of the hybrid war, on the two countries’ existing 
concerns related to energy security. 


