
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Security Challenges of the Black Sea region.  
Transatlantic Cooperation and NATO Solidarity.” 

 
 

Security in the Black Sea region has considerably deteriorated since 2014, since the illegal 
annexation of Crimea and since the war broke 0ut in Ukraine. Russian Federation’s 
militarization of the Black Sea forced NATO to adopt political and military measures that 
demonstrate the determination of the North-Atlantic Alliance to reaffirm its solidarity in 
relation to the member states in the region.  

The illegal annexation of Crimea represents the most severe security crisis since the fall of 
the Iron Curtain. Moreover, the long series of frozen conflict in the Black Sea area can at any 
time be unfrozen, in Abkhazia and South Ossetia in Georgia, in Transnistria in the Republic 
of Moldova or in Donbas in Ukraine. The importance of the Black Sea region grew even more 
after the Russian military intervention in Syria, as the Russian fleet in Sevastopol ensured the 
logistic support for the expeditionary force. This is one of the reasons why the Black Sea and 
the eastern part of the Mediterranean Sea have become a joint security space. 

The NATO member states have the political will to maintain cohesion in the Alliance 
when it comes to the spirit and the security guarantees under article 5 of the North-Atlantic 
Treaty. At the same time, Transatlantic solidarity must also be reflected in the investments 
for defense, this being firmly demanded by the USA after the new Trump administration 
took office. An increase in budget allocations for the military sector will improve the NATO 
capabilities and its capacity to react to the new security challenges. 

Romania allocated 2% for defense in 2017, but it remains to be seen how much it will 
manage to spend on military equipment by the end of the year. The consequences of a 
negative adjustment of the budget allocated to the Ministry of Defense will not only 
determine delays in the endowment programs with modern military equipment, but it will 
also reduce Romania’s credibility within NATO and in its bilateral relations with the USA. 
The incumbent Government needs to understand the negative effects of such potential 
measures and adopt a predictable multi-annual funding policy for defense.   

Romania’s contribution to the NATO missile defense system hosted at Deveselu, the 
investments made in the NATO Forces Integration Unit – NFIU structure, but also in the 
Multinational Division South-East, the involvement and professionalism that the Romanian 
military personnel have proven in numerous NATO drills show Romania’s commitment to 
being a credible member of the Alliance and a security provider in this region that has been 
put to the test in recent years. Moreover, Romania’s participation to NATO missions, 
especially in Afghanistan, proves that we understand the need for solidarity in the Alliance.   

On July 14th, New Strategy Center is holding a debate on the security challenges of the 
Black Sea region and NATO cooperation to ensure the region’s security and stability, with 
two special guests: General Petr Pavel, Chairman of the NATO Military Committee, and 
General Nicolae Ciucă, Chief of General Staff.  
 

 


