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On April 11th, the Joint Senate and Chamber Committees on Defense endorsed the letter 

of the Minister of Defense, requesting approval for 8 multi-annual endowment programs, 
each of them exceeding 100 million Euros, thus mandatorily requiring the above mentioned 
committees’ approval.  

The public information available points out the weight of antiaircraft and antimissile 
defense (4 out of 8 programs) and their respective allocations – 6.26 billion Euros, thus: 7 
high-range surface-to-air missile systems (HSAM) - 4 billion Euros; 3 mobile anti-ship 
missile launchers (SIML)- 0.2 billion Euros; 3 multiple high-range missile launcher systems, 
amounting to 54 launching platforms – 0.69 billion Euros; SHORAD-VSHORAD integrated 
missile systems (very short range and short range), with the first stage commencing with the 
procurement of SHORAD systems worth 1.37 billion Euros.  

  The other 4 programs regard the procurement of corvettes (4 ships – 1.6 billion Euros), 
the modernization of existing infantry combat vehicles (48 vehicles – 0.138 billion Euros), 
the procurement of 94 armored personnel carriers (0.37 billion Euros). The 94 carriers will 
be Piranha carriers, already in use, with purpose of completing the process of making the 
Craiova Brigade (made available to NATO) fully operational.  

Besides these projects, the Government has been conducting thorough negotiations with 
the German company Rheinmetall on a contract for 8X8 personnel carriers that are to be 
manufactured in Moreni and with the American company Bell Helicopters so as to procure 
attack helicopters that will be produced at IAR Brașov. On August 24th, in the presence of 
presidents Johannis and Macron, a memorandum of understanding was signed on the 
cooperation between MBDA France and Romtehnica, through the company 
Electromecanica Ploiești, for missile production. The French clearly stated that the aim is to 
sign the contract in 2018 for the sale of missiles, and in 3 years’ time the missiles are to be 
produced in Romania. It is uncertain how Airbus Helicopters’ intention to sell H215 
helicopters to Romania (helicopters which shall be manufactured in Romania) will 
materialize. The visit paid to the USA by the new Minister of Defense, Mihai Fifor, should 
have shed light on how our cooperation with the Americans on the procurement of Patriot 
missile systems will deploy this year.    

Will the Ministry of Defense have enough time to sign the contracts until the end of the 
year and which companies will they sign with? How will the Ministry of Defense cooperate 
with the Ministry of Economy in a much more coherent manner on the offset matter and 
what shape will industrial cooperation between the Romanian companies and the big 
western companies take? Will Romania be capable, through these procurements, not only to 
strengthen its army’s capabilities, but also its strategic political, military and economic 
partnerships? These are important questions and, we hope, the relevant institutions will 
provide answers to many of them during the debates organized by New Strategy Center. 


