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For anyone willing to see, the interest for Belarus among major international 

political vectors has grown consistently for the past few years as Minsk has several key 

decisions to take in the upcoming years. Following the trend of all the entities within the 

former URSS, Belarus went through a difficult time after the fall of the Iron Curtain, 

choosing to maintain and then reinforce a special partnership with Russia. The treaty in 

1999 that was mean to reunite the two within a new confederation has brought many 

hopes, but little has come true so far. 

The plans to forge the Union State have been postponed several times as neither 

the common currency has been established, nor the full freedom of movement. 

Moreover, a series of difficulties have been erected by the Russian gas deliveries to 

Europe via Belarus and have increased the distance between the two neighbours. Despite 

this, the cooperation between Russia and Belarus has been boosted by the recent Zapad 

2017 military exercises. While many experts have focused on the numbers, only few have 

insisted on the true nature of the Belorussian-Russian military relations. Has the Union 

State performed only in the military field? 

Landlocked in the middle of the European Plain, Belarus is neighbouring also 

Ukraine and three EU member states – Poland, Lithuania and Latvia. The historical 

connections with Ukraine have made Minsk the core negotiation center after the illegal 

annexation of Crimea. If the EU aims to support the states on its border to deepen their 

modernization and has included Belarus in the Eastern Partnership, Minsk has not yet 

showed an official will to join the EU. What is Belarus aiming with its role assumed in the 

Ukrainian file and which are the steps Minsk plans regarding the EU? 

While the US has been perceived as an adversary, the latest developments might 

determine some changes in the years ahead. Along the US, Belarus attracted lately the 

attentions of most emerging economies. Offering new instruments that could provide the 

right incentives for an insufficiently prepared economy, especially non-European 

countries look for opportunities in Belarus. China, Turkey or the Arab states seek to 

expand their economic print in the area and Belarus could be a competing ground. 

Which would be the cost for opening to the other international actors and how would 

Belarus navigate through the seeming variety of choices? 

With so many questions unanswered, New Strategy Center proposes a debate on 

the future of Belarus, as many of the decisions taken in Minsk could influence 

considerably more than the security in the region.  


