
 

 

 

The AUKUS Domino Effect.  
Impact on the Transatlantic Link & EU Strategic Autonomy 

 
 

The event is held following the reactions to the AUKUS trilateral partnership between Australia, United 
Kingdom and the United States. The announced plans for more extensive cooperation on domains such as 
cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, and quantum computing between the three countries also include one 

joint effort to equip Australia with a fleet of advanced nuclear-powered submarines, reversing a prior 
Australian commitment to purchase 12 conventional subs from France.  

 
The videoconference was held on Tuesday, 28 September 2021, 

between 17:30-18:45 EEST via Webex. 

 

Moderator: Ambassador Cristian Diaconescu, Member of the Scientific Council of New Strategy 

Center, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania 

17:30 - 17:35 Opening remarks by the moderator 

17:35 - 17:45 Mr. Peter Watkins, Senior Visiting Fellow, LSE IDEAS, UK 

17:45 – 17:55 Mr. Seth Cropsey, Director of the Center of American Seapower, Hudson Institute, USA 

17:55 – 18:05 Mr. Emmanuel Dupuy, President of the Institute for Prospective and Security in Europe, 

France 

18:05 – 18:45 Open Discussion 

 
Speakers' biographies: 
 
Mr. Peter Watkins (CBE) was Director General, Strategy and International at the UK Ministry of 
Defence (MOD). He was responsible for defence policy on NATO and the Euro-Atlantic area, the defence 
implications of exiting the European Union and key bilateral defence relationships as well as strategic 
planning and strategic policy matters. Since joining the MOD in 1980, he has worked closely with all 
three Services and has held senior posts in security policy, acquisition and resource management. He was 
Director General, Security Policy from April 2014 to November 2017. He is a Fellow of the Royal 
Aeronautical Society and a Member of the Institute of Directors. He studied History and Political 
Philosophy at Cambridge University, is an ancien of the NATO Defense College and was a Fellow at the 
Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, Harvard University for the 2006–2007 academic year. 
 
Mr. Seth Cropsey is a Senior Fellow and director of the Center for American Seapower at Hudson 
Institute. He specializes in defense strategy, U.S. foreign and security policy in the Middle East and East 
Asia, and the future of U.S. naval power. Cropsey began his career in government at the U.S. Department 
of Defense as assistant to Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger and subsequently served as deputy 
undersecretary of the Navy in the Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush administrations. In the Bush 
administration, Cropsey moved to the Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD) to become acting 



 

assistant secretary, and then principal deputy assistant secretary of defense for special operations and 
low-intensity conflict. Cropsey served as a naval officer from 1985 to 2004 
 
Mr. Emmanuel Dupuy is currently President of the Institute for Prospective and Security in Europe - 
IPSE. He was, during the year 2011, Political Advisor of French forces located in Afghanistan (in Kapissa 
province, Kaboul and Surobi district). He is, in that regard, vice-president of Club France-Afghanistan. 
He has hold various advisory positions in ministerial cabinet (défense & veterans affairs). He 
is specialized on war and security studies and is also a researcher associated to several institutes or 
research centers, working on military and strategic studies, in Switzerland (Université de Genève, 
UNIGE) and in China (as a Special Researcher of Ningbo Maritime Silk Road Institute). In addition, he 
works as a journalist, consultant (Cabinet of Strategic Engineering for Security), professor in geopolitics 
(Institute of Studies of International Relations). 
 


