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  MAIN TAKEAWAY OF THE MONTH 

 While the Russian offensive in Donbas continues, Moscow's forces appear to be achieving minimal 
progress at a high cost. Russia confirmed its withdrawal from the strategic location of Snake Island in the 
Black Sea on June 30th, but the embargo of Ukrainian ports remains, forcing Kyiv to seek alternate routes 
through Poland and Romania. Although the Romanian port of Constanța has become an important transit 
point for Ukrainian grains, shipping attempts are nevertheless hampered by technical challenges. 
Meanwhile, the European Union has officially given candidate status to both Ukraine and the Republic of 
Moldova.  
With expensive energy sources and the impact of Russian gas sanctions, countries are seeking for 
alternative solutions to ensure or diversify their supplies. Romania, one of the region's least reliant 
countries on Russian gas, is launching production of natural gas collected from the Black Sea. Other 
nations, such as Croatia, are trying to enhance their LNG supplies to help the economy and households. 
In the Balkans, Bulgaria's PM Kiril Petkov's government has been ousted, and the feasibility of a new 
working coalition is doubtful. Meanwhile, Bulgaria has lifted its veto on the start of accession discussions 
with North Macedonia. Tensions between Greece and Turkey also remain high, exacerbated by ongoing 
disputes in the Aegean Sea.  

           WAR IN UKRAINE  

 

The Russian forces are continuing their offensive in Donbas, pursuing their reassessed, limited 
goal of „liberating” Donetsk and Luhansk. The battle for Severodonetsk ended in a Ukrainian 
retreat by the 25th of June, marking one of the greatest successes of the Russian campaign to 
date, but its advance remains slow and costly. The change in Russian strategy seems to be 
complemented by a reshuffle in the general staff, with many high-ranking military officers 
being replaced because of the initial setbacks in the campaign. On June 25-26, Russia launched 
missile strikes against the Ukrainian cities of Desna, Kyiv, Yavoriv, Zhytomyr, Lysychansk and 
Mykolaiv. Meanwhile, the Russian ground attack seems to be focusing on Lysychansk at the 
moment. On June 30th, Russia has announced its withdrawal from Snake Island, which has 
been occupied by Russian forces since the first day of the invasion. 
 

The Ukrainian Army has been receiving highly advanced precision missile artillery from the 
United States and the United Kingdom, considered to be crucial for Ukraine’s war effort. 
Among these, the US High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS) has arrived in 
Ukraine. 

https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-may-30
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/6/25/fall-of-severodonetsk-is-russias-biggest-victory-since-mariupol
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/world/europe/ukraine-maps.html?name=styln-russia-ukraine&region=TOP_BANNER&block=storyline_menu_recirc&action=click&pgtype=LegacyCollection&variant=show&is_new=false
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/world/europe/ukraine-maps.html?name=styln-russia-ukraine&region=TOP_BANNER&block=storyline_menu_recirc&action=click&pgtype=LegacyCollection&variant=show&is_new=false
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russia-forces-build-on-their-success-in-severodonetsk-in-attacks-on-lysychansk/ar-AAYUKsQ
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-says-russian-forces-have-withdrawn-snake-island-2022-06-30/
https://theconversation.com/ukraine-war-the-us-and-uk-missile-systems-which-will-challenge-russias-artillery-dominance-184479
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/6/23/kyiv-says-us-precision-artillery-systems-arrived-in-ukraine
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While the Russian blockade on Ukrainian ports continues, and tons of grain exports remain 
stuck, Ukraine has tried to establish new routes. Two of these routes are through Romania 
and Poland, and a third is being discussed with Baltic states. Ukrainian wheat exports through 
Romania and Poland are complicated and costly, and the main difficulty stems from the 
Ukrainian railway gauge differing from that of Romania and Poland. In recent weeks, 
approximately 400,000 tons of grain from Ukraine have been exported through the Port of 
Constanta. At the same time, there are also ongoing talks between Moscow and Ankara, the 
main mediator, signaling optimism, and waiting for the approval of Ukraine, who is mainly 
concerned with the safety of its coastline. On June 23rd, Turkey announced that a consensus 
has been reached on “establishing headquarters in Istanbul for the Ukrainian grain corridor”. 
Ankara believes that it would take three to four weeks to establish the grain corridor, according 
to Turkish President’s spokesman and foreign affairs adviser Ibrahim Kalin. 

In other news, on June 23, the European Union has announced that both Ukraine and the 
Republic of Moldova have been granted candidate status, but that the process of joining the 
bloc will probably take years. 
 
 

 PRESSURE ON THE ENERGY SECTOR 

With the European sanctions on the energy sector strenghtening with every package, more 
countries are seeking options to ensure their energy supplies. Kosovo eyes US Funds for 
Renewable Energy, with a grant worth more than $200 million expected to be signed in July. 
The Romanian government aims for national energy independence, as it receives the first 
quantities of natural gas extracted from the Black Sea. At the end of May, Hungary and 
Serbia signed an agreement through which Belgrade is allowed to store gas in Hungarian 
facilities, to secure a steady supply during winter. However, as a result of the sanctions 
imposed by the West, Serbia will no longer receive Russian oil through the Adriatic oil 
pipeline.  

As the impact of sanctions continues to affect Russia, Azerbaijan asserts its readiness to 
ship gas to new European consumers. Kosovo and Serbia have achieved an agreement that 
will resolve the issues of energy supply and payment for Serbs in Kosovo's north, a decision 
endorsed by the EU.  

After the Slovakian Economy Minister’s declaration that the government is considering to 
turn the Druzhba pipeline in order to supply fuel to Ukraine, lower Russian gas exports to 
Bratislava were noticed, despite fulfilling the obligation of a roubles payment. As a result, 
double-digit inflation is expected if Russia stops the gas supplies and if the government will 
not limit the rising of the gas prices.  

Croatia intends to increase the Adriatic LNG terminal's capacity from the existing 2.9 
billion cubic meters per year to 6.1 bcm, meant to support the Croatian economy and 
households. At the same time, several initiatives are being worked on by the state-owned 
corporation Bulgartransgaz to link hydrogen networks between Bulgaria and Greece, 
representing an initiative to diversify the natural gas sources. 

In the midst of an energy crisis, the European Union is promoting three key measures to 
lessen Russia's energy dependence: energy efficiency, renewables, and diversification.  

 

 

 

https://www.reuters.com/world/ukraine-grain-exports-via-poland-romania-face-bottlenecks-deputy-foreign-2022-06-12/
https://romania.europalibera.org/a/cereale-portul-constanta/31912097.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jun/08/russia-turkey-grain-export-corridor-ukraine
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/politics/consensus-reached-on-establishing-headquarters-in-istanbul-for-ukrainian-grain-corridor/2621233
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-economy/3515892-grain-corridor-from-ukraine-to-launch-in-three-to-four-weeks-if-deal-reached-turkish-official-says.html
https://www.dw.com/en/eu-leaders-grant-ukraine-and-moldova-candidate-status/a-62230770
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/05/30/rejecting-gas-kosovo-eyes-us-funds-for-renewable-energy/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/05/30/rejecting-gas-kosovo-eyes-us-funds-for-renewable-energy/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/romania-aims-for-energy-independence-in-response-to-ukraine-war/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/romania-receives-first-gas-extracted-from-new-black-sea-development/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/romania-receives-first-gas-extracted-from-new-black-sea-development/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/hungary-lets-serbia-store-gas-to-ensure-steady-winter-supply/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/hungary-lets-serbia-store-gas-to-ensure-steady-winter-supply/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-sanctions-fallout-serbia-to-stop-receiving-russian-oil-via-adriatic-pipeline/
https://www.spglobal.com/commodityinsights/en/market-insights/latest-news/electric-power/060622-azerbaijan-discussing-gas-supplies-to-new-european-buyers-as-war-rages-in-ukraine
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/kosovo-to-sign-energy-supply-deal-to-serb-majority-municipalities/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-welcomes-energy-agreement-between-kosovo-and-serbia/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/slovakia-considers-rebuilding-druzhba-pipeline-to-supply-fuel-to-ukraine/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/gazprom-lowers-gas-exports-to-slovakia-despite-roubles-payment/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/gas-supplies-key-to-lower-inflation-says-slovak-central-bank/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/croatia-eyes-major-upgrade-of-adriatic-lng-terminal-pm-says/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/bulgaria-greece-to-build-hydrogen-pipeline/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/gas-drilling-projects-resurrected-around-europe/
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DEVELOPMENTS IN THE BALKANS 
 
Tensions between Turkey and Greece have been rising, as Ankara accuses Athens for violating 
international treaties and militarizing its islands in the Aegean Sea, as border disputes in the 
Aegean Sea are fueled by domestic political concerns. The accusations came following a 
Turkish military exercise near the port city of Izmir. 

In a meeting hosted by European Council President Charles Michel and the EU Foreign Affairs 
and Security Chief Josep Borrell in Brussels, the members of the tripartite presidency of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina have agreed to ensure a stable, EU-oriented Bosnia. Even the leader 
of Republika Srpska, Milorad Dodik, has stated that the agreement “will be respected on the 
political and moral level”. Later this month, Dodik attempted to block a trade deal between 
BiH and the United Kingdom, but his veto was not supported by the National Assembly of 
Republika Srpska. Dodik has also recently stated, however, that his plans for secession have 
not been abandoned, after postponing the institutional split by 6 months. 

In Bulgaria, PM Kiril Petkov’s government was removed from power by a no-confidence vote, 
following the break-up of the leading coalition in Sofia. His party has been offered another 
mandate to form a government, but the possibility of a new working coalition is uncertain. 

With regards to the Euroatlantic integration of the Western Balkans, The EU-Western 
Balkans summit left the leaders of Albania, North Macedonia and Serbia largely unimpressed, 
as they criticized the lack of progress and the French plan of lifting the Bulgarian veto. 
Nonetheless, on June 24, the Bulgarian Parliament did give the government the green light to 
lift the veto. 

 

https://balkaninsight.com/2022/06/10/turkeys-erdogan-warns-greece-not-to-militarise-aegean-islands/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/06/20/facing-elections-turkey-and-greece-play-with-fire-in-the-aegean/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/06/10/turkeys-erdogan-warns-greece-not-to-militarise-aegean-islands/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/06/13/party-leaders-pledge-to-build-stable-eu-oriented-bosnia/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/06/20/dodik-loses-argument-in-bosnian-serb-assembly-over-uk-deal/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/dodik-says-just-biding-time-on-seceding-from-bosnia/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/06/22/bulgarias-reformist-govt-ousted-by-no-confidence-vote/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/ousted-bulgarian-pm-ready-to-form-new-government/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/ousted-bulgarian-pm-ready-to-form-new-government/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/06/23/western-balkans-leaders-voice-frustration-over-eu-summit-failure/
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20220624-bulgarian-parliament-votes-to-lift-veto-on-eu-accession-talks-with-north-macedonia
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20220624-bulgarian-parliament-votes-to-lift-veto-on-eu-accession-talks-with-north-macedonia


This is a monthly newsletter issued by New Strategy Center (NSC), Romania. All rights reserved. 

Further queries at office@newstrategycenter.ro 

IN THE MEANTIME 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

www.newstrategycenter.ro 

 

 

 

• The new Strategic Concept names Russia as "the most significant and direct threat to 

Allies’ security and to peace and stability in the Euro-Atlantic area", aiming to 

"establish spheres of influence and direct control through coercion, subversion, 

aggression and annexation”, and thus undermining the rules-based international 

order. The support of NATO allies for Ukraine is also reaffirmed, and the Black Sea 

and the Western Balkans are described as having strategic significance of great 

importance to the North Atlantic Alliance. The document also recalls the Allied 

decision to commit to deploying additional forces on the Eastern Flank.  

• Turkey has given up its veto against Finland and Sweden joining NATO, and a trilateral 

memorandum has been signed "confirming that Turkey will support Finland and 

Sweden's application for NATO membership at the Madrid Summit". Concrete steps 

for membership will be agreed by the Allies soon.  

• The Czech Republic is taking over the Presidency of the EU from the 1st of July. 

Among their main priorities are: managing the refugee crisis and Ukraine’s post-war 

recovery; energy security; strengthening Europe’s defence capabilities and 

cyberspace security; strategic resilience of the European economy and ensuring the 

resilience of democratic institutions.  

 

New Strategy Center is a Romanian think tank, established in 2015, specialising 
in foreign affairs and security policy, a non-partisan, non-governmental 
organisation. New Strategy Center provides analytical inputs and expert advice 
to decision-makers, holds regular debates - both in-house and public - and 
publishes policy papers on subjects of topical interest. The Balkans and the Black 
Sea region are priority areas of interest for New Strategy Center. 

https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2022/6/pdf/290622-strategic-concept.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/us-press-turkey-finland-sweden-hope-nato-breakthrough-2022-06-28/
https://czech-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/programme/priorities/
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