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  MAIN TAKEAWAY OF THE MONTH 

 Russia’s war in Ukraine continues to put pressure on the regional and international stability, as this month, 
the Kremlin declared martial law in the captured Ukrainian regions of Donetsk, Lugansk, Kherson, and 
Zaporozhizhia. Moscow also announced the start of training of its strategic deterrent forces, raising concerns 
of a possible nuclear escalation of the crisis. The Western nations continue to provide Ukraine with military 
and financial support, while also moving away from the Russian gas dependency. Meanwhile, Russia has 
announced the suspension of the UN-brokered grain deal, emphasizing its readiness to send 500.000 tons 
of grain for free to the poorest countries and to replace Ukrainian grain with its own. 
In the energy field, OPEC announced that it will reduce its oil production, increasing energy prices. Russia 
is considering using Turkey as an alternative third party for gas deliveries in Europe, while expanding its gas 
deliveries to Asia. Meanwhile, the European Union (EU) is working on introducing a dynamic price cap and 
has filled 94.3% of its gas reserves. Romania is working on expanding regional energy projects, including 
projects involving Moldova, which is struggling with its dependence on Russian energy.  
In October, the Balkans witnessed post-election protests in Republika Srpska, a lingering political crisis in 
Bulgaria, and the potential resumption of tensions between Kosovo and Serbia. Nonetheless, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina has been recommended for candidate status by the European Commission.  

           WAR IN UKRAINE  

 In the month of October, Ukraine made significant progress on the battlefield, the earliest success 

being the liberation of the eastern city of Lyman, situated in the Donetsk region. Ukrainian progress 

was also seen in the Kharkiv and Luhansk regions. The Ukrainian forces have also advanced in the 

southern Kherson province at the beginning of the month which is now  one of the countrys’ heaviest 

battlegrounds.  

On the 8th of October, a massive explosion took place  on the Kerch bridge, which connects mainland 

Russia to Crimea. As a response, the Kremlin started shelling multiple Ukrainian cities at once, 

explosions being reported in Lviv, Ternopil, and Zhytomyr in western Ukraine, Dnipro, and 

Kremenchuk in the center, Zaporizhzhia in the south and Kharkiv in the east.  

On October 19th, President Vladimir Putin declared martial law in the four Russian-controlled 

Ukrainian regions, Donetsk, Lugansk, Zaporizhzhia, and Kherson. Training exercises of the Russian 

nuclear deterrent forces also took place this month, which were overseen by the Russian president.  As 

part of the exercises, Yars intercontinental ballistic missile and the Sineva ballistic missile were 

launched. The drills took place in the Barents Sea in the Arctic and the Kamchatka peninsula in the Far 

East.   

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/oct/01/humiliation-for-vladimir-putin-as-ukrainians-liberate-key-city-of-lyman
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-october-5
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/oct/03/russia-has-no-full-control-of-any-of-four-annexed-ukrainian-provinces
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/oct/03/russia-has-no-full-control-of-any-of-four-annexed-ukrainian-provinces
https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/news/russia-ukraine-to-fight-heaviest-of-battles-in-kherson/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/news/russia-ukraine-to-fight-heaviest-of-battles-in-kherson/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/oct/08/crimea-kerch-bridge-explosions-russia-ukraine
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russias-ria-state-agency-reports-fuel-tank-fire-kerch-bridge-crimea-2022-10-08/
https://tass.com/politics/1524971
https://tass.com/politics/1524971
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/10/26/putin-oversees-routine-strategic-nuclear-deterrence-drills-a79202
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/10/26/putin-oversees-routine-strategic-nuclear-deterrence-drills-a79202
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Throughout the month, Russia has bombed  Ukraine’s energy infrastructures, such as the heating plant 

from the central Ukrainian city of Vinnytsia or the electricity infrastructure of the Western Ukrainian 

Lviv. Other regions whose energy infrastructure have been affected are Dnipropetrovsk, Kyiv, and 

Sumy, which have left hundreds of towns and cities without electricity. President Volodymyr Zelensky 

later announced that a third of the electrical power plants of Ukraine have been destroyed due to 

Russian bombardments. The Zaporizhzhia power plant was disconnected from its external energy 

source as Russian forces continued to attack the city.  

At the beginning of the month,  the EU announced the eighth package of sanctions for Russia, which 

includes expanding import and export bans meant to deprive “the Kremlin's military and industrial 

complex of key components and technologies”, and blacklisting individuals directly involved in 

Moscow’s annexation of the four Ukrainian regions. Furthermore, the European Parliament has urged 

all countries and international organizations to increase military assistance to Ukraine and condemn 

Russia's annexation of Ukrainian territories. In addition, on the 17th of October, the European Council 

agreed to set up a Military Assistance Mission in Ukraine (EUMAM Ukraine) which includes training 

Ukraine’s Armed Forces. The International Monetary Fund has allocated  approximately US$1.3 billion 

for  Ukraine, as a part of the Rapid Financing instrument. Meanwhile, the UN Economic Commission 

for Europe has declared its support for the post-war reconstruction of Ukraine. The World Bank has 

announced the disbursement of an additional $500 million to help Ukraine meet urgent spending needs. 

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg announced that the Alliance will provide Ukraine with drone 

jammers for use against Russian and Iranian drones. Additionally, German President Frank-Walter 

Steinmeier had announced that Germany will send two MARS II multiple-launch rocket systems and 

four Panzerhaubitze 2000 self-propelled howitzers to Ukraine. Furthermore, the US will provide $275 

million in additional military assistance to Ukraine, including arms, munitions and equipment from 

U.S. Department of Defense inventories. This brings the US’ aid to Ukraine to $17.9 billion since the 

start of Russia's unprovoked invasion on February 24, 2022. 

On October 30th, Russia announced the suspension of its participation in the grain deal that was 

meant to allow the export of grain from Ukrainian ports. Following this decision, Russia has also 

announced that it is ready to supply up to 500,000 tons of grain for free to the poorest countries over 

the next four months, with assistance from Turkey, and that the Russian Federation is ready to replace 

Ukrainian grain with Russian grain and deliver it at affordable prices to all interested countries.  

 

 

 

 

THE ENERGY CRISIS 

 

Since the start of the war in Ukraine, the EU has in total decreased its Russian natural gas 

consumption from 40% to 9%, to decouple from the Russian energy weapon despite the economic 

drawbacks. Europe has faced pressure on the energy market not only from Russia but also from the 

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). The White House has accused the OPEC 

countries of aligning with Russia’s foreign policy after they agreed to reduce oil production at the 

beginning of October, which is bound to increase prices and worsen inflation. American officials have 

also emphasized that OPEC, in which Saudi Arabia is a chief member, will face opposition regarding 

arms deals with the United States, as Riyadh is “contributing to the financial support” of Russia’s war 

in Ukraine through these energy policy shifts. 

Russia has been turning to Turkey as an alternate third party for gas deliveries to Europe. As such, 

Vladimir Putin has discussed with Recep Tayyip Erdogan the possibility of creating a gas supply center 

in Turkey, to redirect Nord Stream 2 deliveries. Despite an initial reticence, Erdogan eventually 

agreed  to create a “gas hub” in Turkey, meant to supply Russian gas to Europe, which will add more 

pressure on Europe’s resilience against Russian energy.   

 

 

https://kyivindependent.com/uncategorized/russia-hits-thermal-plant-in-vinnytsia-oblast-twice-injures-6-people
https://kyivindependent.com/uncategorized/russia-hits-thermal-plant-in-vinnytsia-oblast-twice-injures-6-people
https://kyivindependent.com/uncategorized/russia-hits-thermal-plant-in-vinnytsia-oblast-twice-injures-6-people
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3591695-fire-and-destruction-russians-hit-energy-infrastructure-in-dnipropetrovsk-region.html
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/10/17/7372276/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/10/17/7372276/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-10-18/ukraine-latest-kyiv-says-it-shot-down-38-iranian-made-drones?srnd=premium-europe&leadSource=uverify%20wall
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2022/oct/17/russia-ukraine-war-live-explosions-heard-in-kyiv-conflict-has-pushed-four-million-children-into-poverty-says-un?CMP=share_btn_tw&page=with%3Ablock-634cf7d38f08c0284e6d4ddd#block-634cf7d38f08c0284e6d4ddd
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2022/oct/17/russia-ukraine-war-live-explosions-heard-in-kyiv-conflict-has-pushed-four-million-children-into-poverty-says-un?CMP=share_btn_tw&page=with%3Ablock-634cf7d38f08c0284e6d4ddd#block-634cf7d38f08c0284e6d4ddd
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2022/oct/06/russia-ukraine-war-ukraine-retakes-more-settlements-in-kherson-zelenskiy-says-un-nuclear-chief-heads-to-kyiv-live?filterKeyEvents=false&page=with:block-633e8cb18f0865e1775f5603#block-633e8cb18f0865e1775f5603
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_5989
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/ukraine/20220930IPR41935/meps-call-for-massive-increase-of-military-assistance-to-ukraine
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/10/17/ukraine-eu-sets-up-a-military-assistance-mission-to-further-support-the-ukrainian-armed-forces/
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-economy/3588483-imf-grants-ukraine-13b-in-emergency-financing-zelensky.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-economy/3588450-un-economic-commission-for-europe-to-help-ukraine-in-postwar-recovery.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-economy/3588450-un-economic-commission-for-europe-to-help-ukraine-in-postwar-recovery.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-economy/3600406-world-bank-disburses-additional-500m-to-help-ukraine-meet-urgent-needs.html
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_208101.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3601104-steinmeier-germany-to-send-two-more-mars-ii-systems-four-pzh-2000-howitzers-to-ukraine.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3601104-steinmeier-germany-to-send-two-more-mars-ii-systems-four-pzh-2000-howitzers-to-ukraine.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-provide-ukraine-with-275-mln-military-aid-blinken-says-2022-10-28/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-provide-ukraine-with-275-mln-military-aid-blinken-says-2022-10-28/
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3203509/275-million-in-additional-presidential-drawdown-security-assistance-for-ukraine/#:~:text=In%20total%2C%20the%20United%20States,invasion%20on%20February%2024%2C%202022.
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/10/29/europe/russia-ukraine-grain-deal-suspended-intl/index.html
https://tass.ru/politika/16194083
https://tass.ru/ekonomika/16193805
https://kyivindependent.com/uncategorized/eu-consumes-4-times-less-russian-gas-than-before-war
https://kyivindependent.com/uncategorized/eu-consumes-4-times-less-russian-gas-than-before-war
https://www.ft.com/content/64d35a40-5144-44f6-afca-c8b88c9d0ad5
https://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-eco/un-puissant-senateur-americain-menace-de-bloquer-toute-vente-d-armes-a-l-arabie-saoudite-20221011
https://tass.ru/ekonomika/16044357
https://tass.ru/ekonomika/16044357
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/10/19/erdogan-announces-agreement-with-moscow-to-create-gas-hub-in-turkey-a79127
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DEVELOPMENTS IN THE BALKANS  
 
Opposition parties in Republika Srpska, led by Jelena Trivic’s Party of Democratic Progress (PDP) 

filed criminal complaints against more than 180 people to the prosecutor’s office of BiH, claiming that 

the presidential polls in Republika Srpska were falsified. In effect, the Central Election Commission 

ordered a recount of ballots in the Serb-dominated entity, which urged the winner of the election, 

 

Another way for Russia to  increase its energy profits is by continuing to sell  liquified natural gas 

(LNG) to countries that have already imposed sanctions the country.  

While LNG is not nearly as big of a revenue source as gas exports, it still represents an important 

source of money  for the Kremlin, as Russia is the 4th biggest LNG producer in the world. 

To deal with the energy crisis, the EU has proposed the introduction of a dynamic price cap to avoid 

extreme volatility and price hikes in the energy market. Another measure proposed by the European 

Commission is to mandate the member states to jointly purchase gas, thus creating a joint energy 

policy that would bring more stability to the market. Despite some early resistance from some 

member states, the price cap is now an accepted measure, especially after Germany recently changed 

its position on the issue. As the bloc was pushed to ensure gas demand for the winter,  EU gas supplies 

have been filled to 94.3% of capacity. By comparison, reserve capacities were at 30% at the start of 

the war in Ukraine. Furthermore, the EU has also increased its efforts to find alternatives to Russian 

gas. As such, negotiations were started with Washington to lower the price of shale gas imports from 

the United States. In fact, economic analyses show that at the moment, Europe has more gas than it 

can use,. The reserves will need to be refilled, as they are estimated to last only two months of cold 

weather in the cases of some countries, such as Germany. 

Romania  has managed to secure its gas reserves, which are currently filled at 93% capacity, and 

could reach around 95-97% capacity by the end of the month. Bucharest  has also been working on 

energy projects with neighboring countries, such as Greece and Bulgaria on the construction of a 

joint  gas corridor, which would reduce Balkan energy dependence on Russia by importing gas from 

Azerbaijan. Another example is aunderwater electrical cable, which would transport electricity 

between Romania, Georgia, and Azerbaijan through the Black Sea. 

Meanwhile, the Republic of Moldova is facing one of its biggest energy crises. As Moldova has 

struggled to pay for its gas, Gazprom has threatened to continue the supply of gas starting with the 

20th of October. However, on October 20th, with the help of government funds, the Moldovan gas 

company “Moldovagaz” made the payments. Furthermore, Moldova has also faced issues in its 

supply of electricity. Due to Russian bombings of Ukrainian energy infrastructure, Moldova remains 

100% dependent on the Cuciurgan electrical powerplant, which is under the control of the 

unrecognized breakaway  state of Transnistria. Considering that Transnistria is a puppet region of 

the Kremlin, Moldova’s energy dependency increases Russia’s foothold on the small Eastern 

European nation. Romania has made efforts  to assist Moldova with its energy problems, by signing 

an agreement that allows Moldova's electrical company Energocom to obtain natural gas from 

Romania's energy market, or by delivering large quantities of firewood. Moldova has also recently 

started its collaboration with Bulgaria on gas deliveries, to further diversify the nation’s energy 

resources. Moldovan President Maia Sandu was also on an official visit in Bucharest on October 31st 

to discuss, among other things, the issue of energy.  

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen also promised budget aid to the Western 

Balkans for measures to mitigate the blow from the energy crisis on vulnerable households as well as 

for businesses. Serbia’s budget will be boosted with EUR 165 million, North Macedonia will get EU 80 

million and Kosovo gets EUR 75 million, compared to EUR 80 million for Albania and EUR 70 million 

for Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

 

 

https://balkaninsight.com/2022/10/18/republika-srpska-opposition-files-election-fraud-criminal-complaints/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/energy/lets-talk-about-russias-other-gas-export-bonanza/2022/10/13/b49e5104-4ab4-11ed-8153-96ee97b218d2_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/energy/lets-talk-about-russias-other-gas-export-bonanza/2022/10/13/b49e5104-4ab4-11ed-8153-96ee97b218d2_story.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-10-16/europe-to-propose-dynamic-price-cap-on-its-biggest-gas-exchange?srnd=premium-europe&leadSource=uverify%20wall
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-10-16/europe-to-propose-dynamic-price-cap-on-its-biggest-gas-exchange?srnd=premium-europe&leadSource=uverify%20wall
https://www.ft.com/content/80aea0bf-2d05-4292-8542-e07929fc663b
https://www.ft.com/content/80aea0bf-2d05-4292-8542-e07929fc663b
https://graphics.reuters.com/UKRAINE-CRISIS/EUROPE-GAS/zdvxozxzopx/
https://graphics.reuters.com/UKRAINE-CRISIS/EUROPE-GAS/zdvxozxzopx/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/european-energy-regulators-in-discrete-washington-visit-for-gas-talks/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-10-25/too-much-gas-the-unexpected-twist-in-europe-s-energy-crisis?leadSource=uverify%20wall
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-10-25/too-much-gas-the-unexpected-twist-in-europe-s-energy-crisis?leadSource=uverify%20wall
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-10-25/too-much-gas-the-unexpected-twist-in-europe-s-energy-crisis?leadSource=uverify%20wall
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-10-25/too-much-gas-the-unexpected-twist-in-europe-s-energy-crisis?leadSource=uverify%20wall
https://www.dcnews.ro/virgil-popescu-stocurile-de-gaze-naturale-aproape-la-93prc-estimari-pentru-1-noiembrie_891758.html
https://www.g4media.ro/nicolae-ciuca-la-operationalizarea-interconectorului-de-gaze-grecia-bulgaria-va-permite-romaniei-accesul-la-noi-surse.html
https://www.g4media.ro/nicolae-ciuca-la-operationalizarea-interconectorului-de-gaze-grecia-bulgaria-va-permite-romaniei-accesul-la-noi-surse.html
https://www.libertatea.ro/stiri/klaus-iohannis-avem-ca-prioritate-construirea-unui-cablu-electric-intre-romania-georgia-si-azerbaidjan-4308462
https://www.kommersant.ru/amp/5594560
https://www.zdg.md/stiri/stiri-economice/moldovagaz-anunta-ca-a-transferat-catre-gazprom-plata-pentru-gazele-naturale-furnizate-in-luna-septembrie-si-avansul-pentru-luna-octombrie/
https://www.zdg.md/stiri/stiri-economice/moldovagaz-anunta-ca-a-transferat-catre-gazprom-plata-pentru-gazele-naturale-furnizate-in-luna-septembrie-si-avansul-pentru-luna-octombrie/
https://www.zdg.md/stiri/stiri-sociale/spinu-dupa-ce-ucraina-a-oprit-exportul-de-energie-electrica-catre-europa-incepand-cu-ora-0300-r-moldova-primeste-integral-energie-electrica-de-la-mgres/
https://www.zdg.md/stiri/stiri-sociale/spinu-dupa-ce-ucraina-a-oprit-exportul-de-energie-electrica-catre-europa-incepand-cu-ora-0300-r-moldova-primeste-integral-energie-electrica-de-la-mgres/
https://adevarul.ro/stiri-externe/republica-moldova/republica-moldova-va-putea-cumpara-de-pe-piata-2209750.html
https://adevarul.ro/stiri-externe/republica-moldova/republica-moldova-va-putea-cumpara-de-pe-piata-2209750.html
https://www.g4media.ro/romania-a-aprobat-acordarea-unui-ajutor-de-130-000-de-metri-cubi-de-lemne-de-foc-pentru-republica-moldova.html
https://www.zdg.md/stiri/live-r-moldova-a-semnat-un-contract-pentru-acces-la-gaze-naturale-cu-bulgaria/
https://www.g4media.ro/maia-sandu-vine-in-vizita-oficiala-la-bucuresti.html
https://balkangreenenergynews.com/eu-earmarks-grants-for-western-balkans-to-cope-with-energy-crisis-in-2023/
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Milorad Dodik, to stage a rally in Banja Luka, mirroring anti-Russian protests held against Dodik 

earlier this month. 

Elections in Bulgaria have not put an end to the country’s political crisis, as Boyko Borissov’s GERB 

has failed to form a ruling coalition. Boyko Borissov appears to have changed his rhetoric by avoiding 

traditional partners: rightist pro-Moscow parties Revival and Movement for Rights and Freedoms, 

proposing instead a “Euro-Atlantic coalition”. This initiative was addressed to the former ruling 

parties, including We Continue The Change, the second strongest party in the Parliament. We 

Continue The Change has rejected any collaboration with GERB. This change of rhetoric has also been 

apparent in GERB’s position in the Bulgarian Parliament on the topic of weapons support to Ukraine, 

a highly divisive theme in Bulgaria. GERB supports the idea that sending lethal aid to Ukraine does 

not mean “declaring war on Moscow”, aligning with the position of We Continue the Change and 

Democratic Bulgaria. Pro-Moscow parties and the Bulgarian Socialist Party oppose the initiative. 

The European integration of the Western Balkans goes forward, as the European Commission (EC) 

recommended that Bosnia and Herzegovina be offered candidate status, in the aftermath of general 

elections. In the annual reports of the European Commission, North Macedonian efforts to reform 

the country have been praised. On the other hand, governance elements have been criticized in 

Albania and Montenegro by the EC. 

As the deadline for renouncing illegal license plates in Kosovo approaches, the vast majority of ethnic 

Serbs have resisted giving up their plates. This situation appears to fuel the already existing tensions 

between the two countries, as Serbian President Alexander Vucic has called a meeting of Serbia’s 

national security council on October 27th. Just before the session, President Vucic was briefed by 

representatives of ethnic Serbs in Northern Kosovo. Despite this tense situation, the international 

community signals some optimism, with the US Envoy for the Balkans, Gabriel Escobar, claiming that 

the timeframe for an agreement between the two countries may be “a matter of weeks and not years,” 

after consultations with European partners. Even though by the end of the month Pristina caved in to 

Western criticism by delaying the decision again and employing a gradual approach until April, the 

United Kingdom still pressures Kosovo to make concessions to ethnic Serbs in the north of the 

country. 
 

 

 

https://balkaninsight.com/2022/10/25/bosnian-serb-strongman-holds-rally-against-election-recount/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/enlargement/news/protesters-in-bosnia-accuse-pro-russian-nationalist-of-stealing-the-elections/
https://www.novinite.com/articles/217136/Bulgaria%3A+Ex-PM+Borissov+stated+that+GERB+cannot+form+a+Government
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/10/18/bulgarian-ex-pm-borissov-fails-to-create-new-ruling-coalition/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/10/13/politics-paralysed-mixed-messages-fuel-bulgaria-turmoil-borissov-comeback/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/10/26/bulgarias-new-parliament-argues-over-weapons-for-ukraine/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eus-von-der-leyen-proposed-candidate-status-bosnia-herzegovina-2022-10-12/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/10/12/bosnias-eu-hopes-given-boost-as-balkan-states-get-mixed-progress-reports/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/10/24/as-deadline-looms-kosovo-licence-plates-push-falls-flat/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/all/short_news/serbian-president-convenes-national-security-council-over-kosovo-number-plates/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/all/short_news/serbian-president-convenes-national-security-council-over-kosovo-number-plates/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/10/20/kosovo-serbia-talks-may-advance-in-weeks-us-diplomat-says/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/kosovo-backs-off-serb-car-plate-rule-after-west-warnings-2022-10-28/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/all/short_news/uk-increases-pressure-on-kosovo-despite-compromise-on-license-plates/
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• The European Parliament adopted a resolution urging the member states to allow Romania and 

Bulgaria to join the Schengen free-travel area without delay. Final approval for the accession will 

be voted by EU governments in December of this year.  

• Defense Ministers from 14 NATO Allies (Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechia, Estonia, Germany, Hungary, 

Latvia, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Norway, Slovakia, Slovenia, Romania, and the United 

Kingdom) and Finland have signed a Letter of Intent for the development of a “European Sky 

Shield Initiative”. The initiative aims to create a European air and missile defence system through 

the common acquisition of air defence equipment and missiles by European nations. This will 

strengthen NATO’s Integrated Air and Missile Defence. 

• Concerns over a potential Russian offensive from Belarus continue, as Russia started launching 

Iranian-made drones from Belarusian territory. Meanwhile, more evidence shows that 

Belarussian president Alexander Lukashenko is preparing the national military forces to support 

the Russian forces in their war against Ukraine.  

• The White House declared that any attack on U.S. infrastructure will be met with a response 

after a senior Russian foreign ministry official said Western commercial satellites could become 

legitimate targets for Russia if they were involved in the war in Ukraine. 

 

New Strategy Center is a Romanian think tank, established in 2015, specialising 
in foreign affairs and security policy, a non-partisan, non-governmental 
organisation. New Strategy Center provides analytical inputs and expert advice 
to decision-makers, holds regular debates - both in-house and public - and 
publishes policy papers on subjects of topical interest. The Balkans and the 
Black Sea region are priority areas of interest for New Strategy Center. 
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