
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

NOVEMBER 2022 

 

2. Internal situation in 
Russia 

4. Developments 
in the Balkans 

1. War in Ukraine 

MAIN TAKEAWAY 
of the month 

Kherson was liberated this month. However, Russian shelling of 
Ukrainian energy infrastructure continued, resulting in widespread 
blackouts. Fears of a military escalation increased mid-month, when 
a missile reached Poland and killed two people, marking the first 
time that a NATO country has been directly affected by the war 
since it began. However, the conflict hasn’t escalated – instead, it 
continued in a similar manner, in Ukraine, towards the end of the 
month, with no major events taking place. Meanwhile, Kyiv has 
continued to receive international funding for resisting the invasion, 
while Russia relies on Iranian military aid to maintain its 
offensive.The grain corridor in the Black Sea was almost disrupted 
when Russia's abruptly withdrew from the agreement at the 
beginning of November. However, with the assistance of Turkey 
and the United Nations, the agreement was reinstated and 
extended for 120 days. 

In Russia, reports point to poor morale existing among newly 
mobilized Russian soldiers as their expectations do not match the 
realities of the battlefield. As a result, an increasing number of 
Russian troops are refusing to fight. Instead, they complain about 
poor training and combat conditions. With internal protest against 
the war in Ukraine intensifying, social unrest appears to be is on a 
growing trend in Russia. However, the Kremlin is actively fighting 
back as it is increasing control over the media inside the country. 

Finally, the Balkans have experienced some political turmoil in 
Montenegro and Bulgaria, while a Kosovo-Serbia agreement 
brought an end to months of tensions (even if temporary).  
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3. The energy crisis 



 
  WAR in Ukraine 

At the very beginning of the month, the situation on the frontlines was relatively even, as Russian 
forces were attacking on the Bakhmut and Avdiivka lines, and Ukraine was targeting positions 
in the Luhansk Oblast. By the second week of November, Ukraine had gone on the offensive 
and achieved a new milestone on the 7th of November, namely liberating 50% of the Ukrainian 
territories occupied by Russia since the beginning of the invasion. Meanwhile, as Ukraine started 
advancing, especially on the Southern front, Russia began preparing defensive structures along 
the same line. 

By far the biggest achievement of Ukraine since the start of the war has been recapturing the 
city of Kherson, after forcing a Russian retreat from the city through constant advancements. As 
soon as Ukraine regained control of the city and of most of the Kherson region, over 400 war 
crimes were reported. Internally, Moscow’s decision was also met with disappointment and 
disbelief, as the general Russian population came to understand that the war effort - understood 
as fully defeating Ukraine - is lost. 

Shortly after the retreat, Russia continued its bombardments targeting Ukrainian energy and 
civilian infrastructure, commenced in October. As such, on the 15th of November, Russia 
launched its most destructive attack on infrastructure, as over 100 missiles hit in 11 different 
regions of Ukraine, including the capital city, Kyiv. During that day, one of the most tense 
geopolitical moments occurred when a missile hit the territory of a NATO state, Poland, and 
killed two people. The incident raised fears of NATO getting involved in the Russo-Ukrainian 
conflict. This possibility was soon ruled out, as the incident was assessed as an accident, since 
the missile was most probably used by Ukrainian authorities in an anti-artillery effort. 

There were some issues at the beginning of November with ensuring the functioning of the cereal 
corridor, which ensures the passing of Ukrainian agricultural products through the Black Sea.  
As such, Russia suspended its participation in the accord, but Ukraine continued to send ships 
nonetheless. This issue was soon resolved, as Russia received a written guarantee from Ukraine 
to demilitarize the cereal corridor. The accord was later extended by another 120 days. Ukraine 
also initiated a cereal route through the Danube canals with the aid of the Romanian authorities.  

When it comes to foreign aid, to prepare for the upcoming harsh winter conditions, Ukrainians 
have received, among others, 12.000 sleeping kits and 150 heated tents from the United 
Kingdom, and  a $500 million bond from Canada. Considering military aid, Ukraine has received 
armored vehicles from Greece and from Germany, who also sent anti-drone and jamming 
devices. Berlin has also allocated € 1 billion meant to increase Ukraine’s cybersecurity and to 
document war crimes. Furthermore, Sweden has also prepared a $287 million package for 
Ukraine, to be invested in the country’s aerial defense systems. For 2023, the United States is 
planning to invest $37 billion in Ukraine’s defense  and infrastructure, and the European 
Commission has also promised a €18 billion package for 2023. However,Ukraine has also faced 
drawbacks regarding foreign aid, the clearest example being Hungary, who has been blocking 
the aforementioned package, as a blackmailing tactic used by Budapest, who has displayed pro-
Russian positions more and more. 

On a governmental level, Russia has been officially declared a terrorist state in Czechia, followed 
by the European Parliament and by the Dutch Parliament. Also, as part of the G20 Summit, there 
was a common official declaration signed by the world’s most powerful economies, condemning 
Russia’s war. Surprisingly, even the Bulgarian Socialist Party, previously seen as a party lenient 
to Russia, has declared it a state sponsor of terrorism. 
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  Internal situation in RUSSIA 

This month, the internal situation in Russia has seen significant changes in the population’s 
perception of the so-called “military operation”. The autumn conscription, signed by President 
Vladimir Putin, and aimed at enrolling young people, will take place between the 1st of November 
and the 31st of December. A few days later, President Putin signed a law allowing the mobilization 
of people who have committed serious crimes. The law excludes those convicted of child sex 
abuse, treason, espionage, or terrorism. Another decree was signed by President Putin on the 
15th of November, allowing Russians who hold an additional citizenship to be conscripted. The 
draft is now extended to dual citizens, Russians with permanent residency status abroad, and 
stateless people. 

There were reports of protests and mutinies among Russian soldiers. More than 100 men 
mobilized for the war in Ukraine in the Russian region of Chuvashia rebelled, demanding the 
outstanding wages they were promised. A video statement was recorded by the men in the military 
training center in the city of Ulyanovsk, saying they will "fight for justice" until their outstanding 
wages are paid in full. Complaints were also recorded among the men of the 155th Brigade of the 
Russian Pacific Fleet Marines, in a letter purportedly sent from the front lines to a regional governor 
in Russia, saying they were thrown into an "incomprehensible battle" in the Donetsk region of 
eastern Ukraine. Furthermore, mobilized men from the city of Serpukhov, outside of Moscow, 
recorded a video in which they say they were sent to the front lines in the Luhansk region without 
preparation or the equipment they needed, and that they were shelled by their own side while they 
retreated. In addition, mobilized men from Novosibirsk refused to fight after they were sent to the 
front with no training. Though the Kremlin has denied on multiple occasions that the soldiers’ 
complaints are factual, instead declaring them as fake.  

These new troops are not only sent to the warzone, as Russia continues to send its forces into 
Belarus. "In total, up to 12,000 mobilized Russians are already stationed in the country," according 
to the National Resilience Center. Russia has set up some 63 military tents in the Belarusian region 
Gomel, which borders Ukraine. 

When it comes to foreign aid, Russia has received military help from Iran, who has for the first time 
admitted sending drones to Russia but claimed it did so before the war. Thus far, Western 
intelligence agencies have reported that Iran has sent Russia Fateh-110 and Zolfaghar missiles 
and has also struck a deal for 160 drones to be sent in exchange for €140 million. There have also 
been claims that North Korea is sending artillery shells and ammunition to Moscow. 

After the retreat of Russian troops from Kherson, a general state of anger over Russian military 
failures in Ukraine has spread beyond the Russian military blogging community into the public 
sphere, causing outrage among the families of Russian soldiers. Thus, the Kremlin is becoming 
increasingly concerned about the possible protests of the families of Russian soldiers. Public 
demonstrations are recorded among Russian women, who are trying to urge the Russian military 
to live up to the government's promise not to send draftees to the combat zone in Ukraine and in 
the Russian regions bordering Ukraine. Verstka news agency has published an interactive map of 
where the protests against the mobilization are taking place, the number reaching up to 15 federal 
subjects, including those along the border with Ukraine, those in Central Russia, Tatarstan, Tomsk, 
and others as well. As a result, the Russian authorities have developed a sophisticated system of 
restrictions and reprisals to crush public protests and suppress reporting of them by journalists 
and independent monitors. On the other hand, President Vladimir Putin hosted a meeting at his 
personal residence with some of the mothers whose sons were sent to the battlefield, reiterating 
his appreciation for the devotion of their sons to protect Russia. More backlash had come after the 
meeting, this initiative being categorized as a “spectacle” and pre-agreed, as the women who 
publicly demanded to talk to Russia’s military leadership were ignored. 
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  ENERGY crisis 

Over the past month, Ukraine's energy infrastructure has been the target of a series of Russian 
bombardments. Numerous regions have been the target of such attacks, including: Kyiv, 
Chernihiv, Cherkasy, Zhytomyr, Sumy, Kharkiv, Poltava and Donetsk. 

The Zaporozhye nuclear power plant was again disconnected from the power grid after Russian 
shellings damaged the remaining high-voltage power lines, subsequently operating only with 
diesel generators. State electricity grid operator Ukrenergo said it had to introduce emergency 
power cuts in all regions of Ukraine, including Kyiv, to stabilize the operation of the power system. 
Officials in Kyiv have announced that there will be power outages at least until the end of March. 
According to the Ukrainian energy company Ukrenergo, almost all thermal and hydropower plants 
in Ukraine were damaged. Ukraine's government is considering a worst-case blackout across the 
country if Russia strikes the networks that distribute electricity from nuclear power plants, as well 
as those that connect the country to the EU's energy system. Considering these attacks, the 
authorities have taken into account the evacuation of the population of Kyiv, in the event of a 
complete disruption of the electricity supply, given that 20 million people would be affected. 

French President Emmanuel Macron said he would support Ukraine in rebuilding its water and 
energy infrastructure. Also, the Swiss Federal Council adopted the "Winter Aid Action Plan", which 
involves the granting of almost 106 million dollars in aid for the rehabilitation of the country’s 
energy infrastructure. UK Foreign Minister James Cleverly also announced the first installment of 
British funding for the Energy Support Fund for Ukraine, in the amount of £5 million, with a further 
£5 million to be given, for the reconstruction of critical infrastructure and houses. Germany will 
send aid to Ukraine and it would involve the supply of generators and the repair of power lines, 
water pipes and gas pipes. 

Regarding gas supplies, Azerbaijan has informed  the European Union that it will double gas 
exports only if it receives new investments for its pipelines and long-term purchase contracts. The 
International Energy Agency (IEA) has warned that Europe's supply deficit next year could be as 
much as 30 billion cubic meters (bcm) of gas if flows from Russian pipelines stop. Gazprom 
supplies gas to Europe via Ukraine, in the volume of 42.4 million cubic meters per day, through 
the Sudzha gas pumping station. 

In an attempt to find solutions, Greece plans to start natural gas exploitation southwest of the 
island of Crete, as an alternative in a crisis situation for Europe. Also, the German Government 
inaugurated on November 15 its first floating terminal intended to receive liquefied natural gas 
(LNG). 

According to the Moldovan State Secretary of the Ministry of Infrastructure and Regional 
Development, Constantin Borosan, starting from the 1st  of December 2022, natural gas deliveries 
from "Gazprom" to the Republic of Moldova will be reduced by 56.5%. As a result of the reductions 
in energy supply from Russia and the air attacks on Ukraine, the additional costs for the Republic 
of Moldova will amount to one billion dollars. Due to the energy situation, Romania is still covering 
over 90% of the electricity consumption needs of the Republic of Moldova, a fact confirmed by the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Bogdan Aurescu. There were also power outages in the Republic of 
Moldova, in Chișinău, Bălți, and Drochia, as the power lines that ensure the transport of electricity 
from Romania were disconnected, because of Russian bombardments. 

Following the visit to Chișinău, Ursula von der Leyen announced a new energy support package 
for the Republic of Moldova, worth 250 million euros. Also, the Minister of Finance, Dumitru 
Budianschi, and the director of the USAID mission in Moldova, Scott Hocklander, signed the 14th 
Amendment to the Assistance Agreement, which provides an additional 19.5 million dollars, meant 
to strengthen the energy security of the Republic of Moldova.The USA will also grant Romania a 
loan worth 3 billion dollars for the construction of two new units at the Cernavodă Nuclear Power 
Plant.The European Union expects its energy regulations to be finalized in time for the introduction 
of a G7 plan to cap the price of Russian oil on December 5. The European Union has reached a 
consensus on the price at which to cap Russian oil, Europe agrees to cap the price of Russian oil 
at $60 a barrel. 
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  Developments in the BALKANS 

Last month, political forces in Bulgaria attempted to settle for compromise after an inconclusive 
election at the beginning of October. GERB’s Boyko Borissov, former Prime-Minister, mentioned 
in an interview that he did not wish to run for the position, with the intention of reaching out to other 
potential partners. However, “We Continue the Change” (PP), the main opposition party, did not 
respond to Borissov’s invitation, which forced the President to hand them a mandate to form a 
government.  PP, together with their former partners, Democratic Bulgaria, announced on 
November 23 that they are ready to form a pro-European minority government; such a coalition is 
likely to be supported by GERB from the opposition, considering Borissov's recent shift of posture. 
PP announced that, if Parliamentary support for certain measures is ensured, then a minority 
government could be installed. 

Meanwhile, Bulgaria’s interim government has been making certain pro-Russian moves. Russian-
owned company Lukoil Neftochim Bulgaria secured a deal with the interim government that would 
permit the company to make sales on the European market. In exchange, the oil company agreed 
to pay taxes to the Bulgarian state, leading to an additional €350 million in the state budget. This 
action could bypass the EU oil embargo against Russia. 

In the context of the Serbia-Kosovo situation, a deal has finally been reached with the help of EU 
mediation, after tensions rose again over the issuing of car plates. In effect, Serbia will stop issuing 
car plates to the Serb inhabitants of Northern Kosovo, while Kosovo will stop fining Serbs that 
have refused to replace their Serbia-issued car plates. However, the two sides give different 
interpretations to the deal, with the head of Serbia’s Office for Kosovo Petar Petkovic saying that 
car plates can still be renewed. 

In the meantime, the European Parliament has adopted a new resolution that has made Serbia’s 
progress towards European integration dependent on rethinking its stance towards Russia. 
According to the resolution, other EU bodies are recommended to “advance accession 
negotiations with Serbia only if the country aligns with EU sanctions against Russia and makes 
significant progress on the EU-related reforms“. Moreover, MEPs urged that the financial 
assistance offered by the EU to Belgrade be reconsidered, in order to strictly serve the interests 
of the European Union. 

Bosnia & Herzegovina has also made significant efforts in its European integration efforts, as the 
EU’s Enlargement Commissioner Oliver Varhelyi declared that the Balkan country will receive its 
EU candidate status next month, if it will meet the conditions laid out by the European Commission. 
These conditions revolve around issues such as fighting corruption and organized crime, judicial 
and immigration reforms, guarantees of freedom of expression and the protection of journalists, 
amongst others. 

In Montenegro, even though the leading parties in the parliament have failed to establish a new 
government, they did not call for early elections. In consequence, a demonstration in front of the 
Montenegrin Parliament, involving more than 10,000 people, demanded snap elections. The 
protesters, waving pro-European banners, were supported by President Milo Djukanovic's 
Democratic Party of Socialists and other members of the opposition. 
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The Pentagon is reviewing a Boeing offer to supply Ukraine with cheap, small precision 
bombs fitted onto abundantly available rockets, allowing Kyiv to hit targets at a distance 
of up to 150 kilometers. 
 
The EU has taken an important step in preparing legislation to confiscate the frozen assets 
of Russian oligarchs. The EU Council unanimously supported the inclusion of sanctions 
violations in the list of crimes against the European Union, according to the website of the 
legislature. 
 
The Meeting of NATO Ministers of Foreign Affairs took place in Bucharest on 29-30 

November, where Allies came to discuss the support for Ukraine and further steps that 

need to be taken to tackle the ongoing crises. NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 

said at the start of the meeting in Bucharest that "President Putin is trying to use the winter 

season as a weapon of war". British Foreign Secretary, James Cleverly, also accused 

Putin of targeting civilian and energy infrastructure "to try to freeze Ukraine into 

submission". Russia admits targeting Ukrainian infrastructure, but denies it deliberately 

tried to harm civilians. Furthermore, Jan Lipavsky, the Czech Foreign Minister, declared 

at the summit that his country is concerned about arms stockpiles in the light of the delivery 

of arms and equipment to Ukraine. 
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